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News Feature

 ights. Camera. Action. 
Every year a week is 
dedicated to raise funds 

for Madison Central (MC) 
through a pageant put on by the 
Financial and Yearbook Staffs. 
Both staffs work tirelessly 
months prior to come up with 
designs and layouts and plan the 
whole process to make sure the 
night runs smoothly. As for the 
contestants the beauties get ready 
for the night by getting beautiful 
dresses, shoes, and putting on 
their best hair and makeup, while 
the guys get their tuxes, and plan 
their walk to be the funniest it 
can be to impress the audience.
 In Financial Staff every 
member comes up with three 
different ideas for the pageant. 
Then the members come together, 
and the staff narrows down these 
ideas to a few. Then the staff 

On junior night senior Audrey 
Jenkins played the violin to the 
tune of “Easy on Me” by Adele, 
and senior night senior Olivia 
Phelps sang “Hopelessly Devoted 
to You.” The judges are quickly 
announced by the emcee a teacher 
at MC, Ken Hackman. Hackman 
fills in the audience with important 
announcements for the show, as 
well as upcoming events the school 
is hosting. After the judge’s bios 
are read, the Parade of Beauties 
is ready to commence. All girls, 
9 through 12, walk out in twos to 
their designated spots on the risers 
to the song of “One Last Time” by 
Ariana Grande. After all girls are 
in position the curtains close, and 
the individuals begin. The girls are 
walked out by a beau and perform 
their walk for the judges and 
audience to see. The emcee reads 
out the girls’ responses to different 
questions which were asked of them 
beforehand, while a soft song is 
played in the background. Everyone 
looks beautiful as they gracefully 
glitz and smile across stage with 
friends and family cheering them on. 
 The beaus instead of 
doing the routine the beauties do, 
implement their own spin into the 
routine. Beaus have done dances on 
stage, duck calls, ride bikes, thrown 
footballs, rode skateboards, played 
instruments, and given the judges 
little gifts, or have posed with them 
for selfies. Bryman Williams (12) 
said that his favorite part of the 
night “was riding my skateboard and 
playing my ukulele during my walk 
because the audience reactions are 
priceless.” The guy’s responses to 
the questions asked of the contestants 
are usually more lighthearted, which 
always makes watchers erupt in 
laughter. The beauties come out 
again for line judging the last event 
of the night. The girls line up a few at 
the time, to give their last turn of the 
night, to make a lasting impact on 
the judges. The beau line judging is 
always filled with funny antics, such 
as lifting up the back of the tucks 
when they turn around, spinning 
in circles, and doing the complete 
opposite of what’s expected. The 
boys walk off, and the judges go 
back to tally up points to see who 
will receive a beauty and a beau.
 During this time MC 
students have performed with their 

voice as well as their instruments. 
Junior night senior Omari Daniels 
sang “Tennessee Whiskey” by 
Chris Stapleton wowing the crowd 
with his amazing vocals. Senior 
night junior Natalie Nix sang 
“Stone Cold” by Demi Lovato. 
Both students showcased their 
vocal talents and represented 
the best of MC. The financial 
staff also puts on a fashion show 
during this time of wait, showing 
clothes from Private Collection 
and Tuxes Too who help fund the 
show. Now after long waiting, the 
judges finish tallying the points 
with help from the tabulator and 
give the slip to Hackman. The 
beauties and beaus come out of the 
dressing rooms and arrive in the 
spot they were in during parade 
of beauties. Hackman calls out 
the recipients alternating between 
guys and girls. Supporters cheer 
for their contestant, pictures are 
taken for the yearbook, and the 
night comes to and end with the 
participants surrounded by loved 
ones, who are so proud of what 
they accomplished that night.
 What differs from senior 
night that freshman through junior 
night doesn’t do is the crowning of 
most handsome and most beautiful. 
These two contestants show the 
most charisma, confidence, and 
give their most to the judges. 
These two awards are the last 
plaques given out, and everyone 
waits in anticipation to see who 
receives this coveted honor. Most 
Beautiful was Kinsley Wilson 
(12) and Most Handsome Bryman 
Williams (12). When asked what 
Wilson felt after she was crowned, 
she said, “I’m beyond grateful to 
have spent my last Beauty and 
Beau with my best friends. It 
was truly the best feeling being 
surrounded by people I love so 
much and sharing this experience 
with them. I’m so thankful for the 
overflowing support of my friends 
and family.”  Williams’s response 
to being crowned was “When they 
announced I was shocked at first 
because I didn’t know what was 
to come. I felt so thankful when 
I was crowned because I knew 
this was an award only a few 
could experience.” Both winners 
awed the judges, and in turn were 
crowned a much-respected title.

Pictured Above: Most Beautiful Kinsley Wilson and Most Handsome 
Bryman Williams pose for a picture. 
Photo Credits: Vowell Photography

brainstorms what the 
set, colors, t-shirts, and 

decorations should look like based 
on their combined thoughts. When 
asked how the program runs, Kate 
Fairburn (12) said “Each staff 
member is given a specific job. 
Each year, the business managers 
make a list of things that went well 
as well as a list of things that could 
go better.” Fairburn mentioned 
that this list helps the staff to know 
what to do better the following 
year. The staff gets together after 
each night to go over what they 
could improve for the following 
night. Fairburn said, “It is a group 
effort, and we couldn’t do it without 
all 25 of us and Mrs. Williams.” 
Williams coordinates all three 
staffs, as well as Beauty and Beau.
 Every night the doors 
opened at 6 o’clock to bring in 
supporters of the contestants 
ready for the clock to strike six 
thirty. Before the contestants are 
presented, MC students will play 
instruments or sing for the crowd. 

Anna 
Kimbrell
CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

L
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The House of Repre-
sentatives has been 
around for hundreds 

of years, dating back to the 
late 1700’s. In January of 
this year the House had a re-
election for the Speaker of 
the House. Former Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi 
relinquished her title after 
nearly two decades. Follow-
ing her retirement, Repub-
lican Kevin McCarthy and 
Democrat Hakeem Jeffries 
fought up to 15  times to 
claim the title of Speaker of 
the House of Representatives.
 In the past there have 
been at least 127 House 
Speaker elections, but due 
to some of the former speak-
ers’ multiple terms, there 
have been more elections 
than Speakers. On January 3, 
2023, the first election for the 
55th Speaker took place. It 
took the House up to 15 elec-
tions for the House to come 
to a conclusion on who would 
become the future Speaker. 
Branch Gouras (11) said, “I 
think it’s reasonable, if noth-
ing else it said that they were 
thinking about the vote and 
not just blindly picking some-
one.” Gouras also believed 
that the vote could have been 
to narrow down the amount 
of candidates that were run-
ning for Speaker. On Janu-
ary 7, McCarthy won House 
Speaker with 216 votes tak-
ing 50.5 percent of the votes, 
and Jefferies coming to a very 
close second taking 212 votes 

with 24.5 percent of the voters, 
causing the Republican party to 
take control of the House. Both 
of the candidates fought a long, 
hard, and competitive race 
to become the next leader of 
The House of Representatives.
 Nancy Pelosi was the 
previous speaker of the House. 
Pelosi served as Speaker of the 
House for two terms, first get-
ting elected in January of 2019 
and was re-elected in January 
of 2021. Pelosi did not run for 
Speaker in 2023, due to the un-
fortunate event that struck her 
family in October 2022. A man, 
David DePape, broke into the 
Pelosi home in San Francisco. 
He was searching for Pelosi, 
but she was not home at the 
time. Instead DePape assaulted 
Pelosi’s husband with a ham-
mer, putting him in critical con-
dition. Zoey Deel (10) said, “I 
would have done the same thing 
if I was in Pelosi’s position, I 
wouldn’t want to risk anybody 
causing harm to my friends or 
family.” Fortunately, Mr. Pe-
losi is currently recovering 
and is on his way to becoming 
just as strong as he was before.
 For the last few hun-
dreds of years, the United States 
has gone through many Speaker 
of the House. The 2023 speak-
er vote was split up to fifteen 
times in the span of five days, 
with two candidates head-to-
head trying to win the votes for 
future Speaker of the House. In 
the end Kevin McCarthy won 
with just 1% more of the votes 
than Hakeem Jefferies, making 
McCarthy the new speaker of 
The House of Representatives.

In the week leading up to 
Christmas in 2022, massive 
temperature drops affected 

North America and the proceed-
ing snowstorms hit several north-
ern states. This troubling weath-
er delayed and canceled many 
flights across multiple airlines, 
including Southwest Airlines.
Southwest Airlines is notorious for 
its outdated computer systems. The 
company’s scheduling system has 
even been the subject of many is-
sues in the past – such as the can-
cellation crisis in October of 2021. 
 During this event, the pi-
lots’ union president detailed that 
the old, faulty scheduling software 
was becoming a bigger problem. 
This is not only a burden for cus-
tomers, but for employees as well. 
If a crew does not arrive at the spot 
of their next job because of flight 
cancellation, then they have to 
manually call Southwest Airlines. 
 There have been reports of 
employees being on hold for mul-
tiple hours before they were able to 
contact Southwest Airlines about 
their whereabouts. This then lead 
to the company needing to find a 
new crew to man the flight that the 
scheduled one was not able to work 
on because they never arrived.
Another contributing problem is 
Southwest Airline’s lack of a main 
airport hub. Instead, they oper-
ate on a “point-to-point” model. 
This means that instead of sending 
flights out of a main airport and 
back, flights go directly from one 
destination to another. This model 
has several benefits, but it can also 
leave employees in spots away from 
their homes or where they need to 
be for their next flight. Due to both 
this and the faulty software that 
made manual scheduling manda-

tory, Southwest Airlines was severely 
understaffed on December 21. A com-
pany memo was sent out that detailed 
an employee shortage in the Denver 
International Airport (DEN) located 
in Denver, Colorado. DEN is one of 
Southwest Airlines’ biggest airports. 
 Coach Bailey Stokes’ South-
west Airlines flight was delayed be-
cause of a lack of a flight attendant. 
“We figured that it would not be hard 
to find a flight attendant,” Stokes said. 
Several hours later, Stokes was told 
that her flight was canceled. “We did 
not expect it at all. We had known that 
the storm had come through two days 
prior,” Stokes explained. “There were 
other flights that were leaving, so we 
thought that we would still go out, 
just very delayed.” Afterwards, South-
west Airlines had refunded Stokes’ 
ticket as well as paid for her hotel.
After this, the snowstorm hit and caused 
mass cancellations over Christmas. 
This quickly became a major problem 
when Southwest Airlines’ schedul-
ing system failed. The company had 
the resources and employees, but be-
cause their software failed, all sched-
uling had to be done manually – which 
takes a significant amount of time. 
 The manual scheduling caused 
more flight delays and possible cancel-
lations. When asked for his opinion on 
the matter, Thomas Waller (12) said, 
“[Southwest Airlines] thought that 
they could have their own type of soft-
ware, when in the end it did not work.” 
Waller proceeded to say that Southwest 
Airlines should copy other major air-
lines software, such as Delta Airlines.
Once everything was said and done, 
over 60% of flights were canceled 
within two days. Many people, cus-
tomers and employees alike, were 
left stranded with no way to get to 
their destinations. This crucial mis-
hap will hopefully force South-
west Airlines into updating their 
systems into high quality ones.

Hannah Schossler 
COPY EDITOR

 Black History Month 
is an annual celebration that 
honors and recognizes Af-
rican Americans’ achieve-
ments throughout history. 
The origin of Black History 
month starts in 1915 almost 
half a century after the abol-
ishment of slavery in the 
United States. In September, 
historian Carter G. Wood-
son, also known as the “fa-
ther of black history,” want-
ed to promote and educate 
black history, so he founded 
the Association for the Study 
of Negro Life and History 
(ASNLH). Woodson wanted 
a celebration of black his-
tory and for it to be taught 
in schools, so he designated 
the second week of Febru-
ary as Negro History Week. 
He wanted the week to co-
incide with the birthdays of 
Abraham Lincoln and Fred-
erick Douglas. The week be-
came more widespread and 
accepted in the late 1960s. 
Negro week soon blossomed 

into Black History Month. 
Ella Randall (12) says, 
“The history of Black His-
tory Month is very impor-
tant to learn. We should be 
able to learn from the past 
and see how far we come.”
 Since 2014, every 
year there was a theme 
for Black History Month 
chosen by the ASNLH. 
2014 the theme was “Civ-
il Rights in America” the 
theme marked the 50th 
anniversary of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. 2015 
was “A Century of Black 
Life, History, and Cul-
ture”. 2016 was “Hal-
lowed Grounds: Sites of 
African American Memo-
ries” this theme was based 
on the imprint African 
Americans left in loca-
tions all around the US 
and the imprint they left. 
The theme for 2017 was 
labeled “The Crisis in 
Black Education.”, 2018 
was “African Americans 
in Time of War.”, 2019 
was titled “Black Migra-
tions” which centered 

around the movement of 
African descent to new 
destinations and different 
social effects. 2020 was 
called “African Americans 
and the Vote”, 2021 theme 
was “The Black Family; 
Representation, Identity, 
and Diversity” this theme 
centers around how Black 
families  were seen 
through the past till now in 
the present and how they 
evolved through different 
stereotypes, economics, 
and other similar topics. 
2022 was titled “Black 
Health and Wellness” 
which discusses Black 
scholars and medical Prac-
titioners and always dis-
cusses different traditions, 
rituals, and activities that 
pertain to medicine and 
healing, finally, the 2023 
theme is labeled “Black Re-
sistance”. It discusses the 
oppression against Black 
Americans in all forms and 
how Black Americans con-
tinue to fight through the 
injustice. Kenya King (12) 
says that “It’s very im-

portant we pay attention to 
these themes and how much 
Black people go through, 
and we have to honor them.” 
These themes give us an op-
portunity to look back on 
the past and recognize how 
much Black Americans in-
fluenced and paved the way 
for the future generation.
 Black History is 
taught in schools across the 
country, but people have 
criticized the lack of actual 
education that is taught in 
schools. Ziah Jones (11) said 
that ”Black History should 
be taught more in schools. 
We need to be educated on 
our history, but also other 
people need to be educated 
too. A good example of what 
we could do is see Black His-
tory exhibits, so people un-
derstand the hardships Afri-
can Americans went through 
so that others can understand 
and learn.” Some people 
feel the same way about the 
topic, but others believe the 
school teaches us the right 
amount of knowledge about 
the subject. On March 14, 

2022, Governor Tate Reeves 
signed into law, Senate Bill 
2113 that states that no Mis-
sissippi student will be forced 
to affirm that “any sex, race, 
ethnicity, religion or national 
origin is inherently superior 
or inferior, according to the 
governor’s office.” The gov-
ernor responded by saying 
that “this bill in no way, no 
shape and no form prohibits 
the teaching of history. Any 
claim that this bill will some-
how stop Mississippi kids 
from learning about Ameri-
can history is just flat out 
wrong.” Black history being 
discussed in a classroom has 
always been a topic of discus-
sion, but if one thing stands, 
it’s that African American 
achievements and struggles 
should be honored, recog-
nized, and taught in schools.
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As many of you 
know, here at 
Madison Central 

(MC)  it has always been 
our number one priority 
to treat people with kind-
ness and respect. It is even 
better doing it as a group. 
That is where the Upstand-
ers Club comes in. The 
Upstanders Club is dedi-
cated to spreading kind-
ness in an inclusive space 
for everyone and anyone.
During the school year stu-
dents, teachers, and staff, 
can get very stressed at 
times, so a random act of 
kindness lifts everyone’s 
spirits. Vice President of 
the club Anna Edgar (11) 
said, “While being in Up-
standers, I have been re-
minded of how important it 
is to make a stand for be-
ing kind. So many people 
are going through things 
that you will never even 
know about.” It is really 
important to be intentional 
with your words and ac-
tions. You never know how 
much sharing a kind word 

Lohen Romero
STAFF WRITER such a fun thing to do and 

I love the sweet people 
that join me. They are al-
ways so kind and selfless. 
It is very evident to me 
the people that express 
kindness throughout our 
school.” Since treating 
people with kindness and 
respect at Madison Central 
is a big key, this club plays 
a big role at our school.
 Since being asked this year 
to be Vice President Anna 
Edgar (11) said “One of 
my favorite memories has 
been getting to be 

or a smile might affect 
someone’s day. Ran-
doms acts of kindness 

are so easy but yet could 
be so meaningful to some-
one, such as saying hey in 
the hallway or sitting with 
someone new at lunch.
Upstanders meetings are 
once a month on Thurs-
day mornings at 7:55am 
in the cafeteria. During 
those meetings, members 
do many different things 
such as make goodie bags 
or write encouraging let-
ters and give them to stu-
dents and faculty around 
the school. They have also 
made a flag banner for the 
Veteran’s Day ceremony, 
and most recently they have 
written notes for national 
compliment day. To cel-
ebrate the end of exams this 
past December, they had a 
Christmas breakfast with 
the Women’s Empower-
ment Club which has been 
an annual tradition and a 
club member favorite.
 The club 
has been 
a r o u n d 
for 

many years at MC and con-
tinues to grow and gain new 
members. The club is made 
for anyone to join. So many 
members who are on it love 
being involved in it, and the 
club instills the importance 
of being kind.  Camden 
Hood (11) said “My favor-
ite part of being a part of the 
club is being able to see the 
smiles on peoples face when 
doing nice things for them.”  
The whole club is centered 
around kindness and doing 
good things for the people 
around you. Avery Johnston 
(11) “Up-
standers 
i s 

more involved in the club and 
with the members, the heart 
behind Upstanders is some-
thing that makes it really 
special, and I am so thankful 
to be a part of it.”  Upstand-
ers is the best way to make 
new friends, while also do-
ing something to make some-
one’s day. You never really 
know what someone is go-
ing through even though they 
may have a smile on their 
face, but that doesn’t mean 
they are having the best day. 
Upstanders is a great way to 

make someone feel 
special even by 

doing the 
smallest 

things.
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National Honor Soci-
ety (NHS) is a club 
at Madison Central 

(MC) that is home to the top 
students of the school. All 
members are known for their 
enthusiasm and desire to give 
back to the community, while 
also having high grade point 
averages (GPA). As members 
of the club, students partici-
pate in many different kinds 
of service projects and also 

attend bi-monthly 
meetings. NHS is 
an “invite-only” 
club, meaning 
that you receive 

a letter that 
gives you the 
application 
being that 
you have 
above a 94 
GPA and 
you have 
p a s s e d 
teacher ap-

provals. 
Currently, the 
seniors are 
enjoying the 
many different 
service projects 
including help-
ing out with 
Jaguar 

Java, the Recycling Program, 
Special Education Classroom 
Assistance, Toys for Tots, 
and School Event volunteer 
work. Mckinley Johnson (12) 
spoke about her favorite ser-
vice project so far, saying, 
“I have really loved helping 
out in the Special Education 
classes so far. It is my favor-
ite because I know that I am 
having a big impact on all the 
students.” Many other stu-
dents also find joy impacting 
others. NHS is the best place 
to find service projects and 
get involved. NHS’s service 
projects aim to serve the com-
munity in any way possible 
and always have an impact, 
no matter how big or small. 
The students who keep the 
club organized and 
on track are the 
five officers. 
NHS has a 
P r e s i d e n t , 
Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and 

Service Chair. These positions 
were filled after the students 
gave a speech and were then 
voted on. They put in many 
hours to prepare for meetings 
and work with the sponsors, 
Elizabeth Barger and Amy 
Bennett, on the logistics side of 
things. Ella Ruhl (12) the NHS 
Treasurer said, “I love being 
an officer for NHS. It’s been a 
great leadership opportunity for 
me and it’s always great to give 
back to the community.” While 
there are only five officer posi-
tions, just being a member of 
NHS is also a great leadership 
opportunity in itself. 
Many students have recently 
received the second round of 
NHS letters and are awaiting 

acceptances. These ju-
niors and 

s e -

n i o r s 
cannot 
w a i t 

t o 

Caroline King
CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Brittan McFadden 
BUSINESS MANAGER

Over the past few 
months, many 
new trends and 

influencers have grasped 
the attention of teens all 
around the world. Through-
out the different social me-
dia platforms, (Tik Tok, In-
stagram and Twitter) many 
trendsetters have skyrock-
eted in fame. Some of the 
most popular of these influ-
encers have sold out prod-
ucts in various stores, and 
have millions of follow-
ers who look up to them.

 As Tik Tok is a 
world-wide app, people 
from around the world 
have seen small accounts 
become huge influencers 
in a short amount of time. 
A college student from 
Miami has become one of 
the biggest influencers in 
the last few months. 
By doing s i m p l e 
T i k 

Tok’s like  “Get-Ready-
with-Me’s,” Alix Earle has 
become widely known. 
Overtime, Earle’s account 
blew up, leading her to 
partnering up with brands, 
sending makeup items out 
of stock, and getting in-
vited to huge events. In the 
makeup industry, Earle is 
widely known for showing 
off-brand makeup that are 
dupes for high dollar prod-
ucts. She has sold out many 
drug store contours and has 
given the makeup brands 
more fame. As she does 
Get-Ready-With-Me’s, 
teens have followed in her 
footsteps and gotten the 
makeup products she uses. 
Madison Central student, 
Addison Reeves (11) adds, 
“Alix Earle has become so 

popular because of 
how real she is 
about her daily life. 

Many teens can 
relate to her, find 
joy in watching 
her do her make-
up, and simply 
talking to her fol-
lowers like they 
are friends.” By 
doing this, she 
has gotten invit-

ed on trips by makeup 
brands, such as Tarte in 
Dubai, because of the in-
fluencer she is and the im-
age she has accumulated.

 One of the new 
trends that has gained pop-
ularity are Stanley Tum-
bler cups. Because they 
vary in so many different 
sizes, they are practical 
for everyday use. Walking 
around school, you may 
see people holding them 
because they are so practi-
cal. In many different col-
ors and fluid ounces, the 
cups are selling out fast. 
Caroline King (12) said, 
“I love my Stanley cup 
because it is so easy to 
carry around every day as 
it has a handle. It also is 
practical because of how 
much water it can hold.” 
These cups are well-suited 
for people who stay ac-
tive and need to drink 
large amounts of water. 

Another renowned 
influencer is Alexandra 
Pohl. As she is also a se-
nior at the University of 
Miami and she has gained 
thousands of followers on 
several social media plat-

forms. Pohl is known for being 
open and honest in all of her 
Tik Tok’s, sharing fun things 
about her day. Alexandra talks 
to her followers daily and does 
her makeup while doing so. 
She partners with brands and 
has been invited to numerous 
occasions that open new op-
portunities for her future. Bai-
ley Donahue (10) said, “Alex-
andra is so real, and it is one of 
the reasons I like watching her 
Tik Toks. She makes it easy 
to relate to her as she talks 
about her life and how busy 
she is.” With all creators and 
new celebrities, people are 
drawn to them because of 
how they present them-
selves and how they act.

New trends that have 
sprung up from so-

possibly be in NHS, as it is 
a great way to stay involved 
around school, and in the 
community. NHS president 
Josh Maatallah (12) said, “I 
am exited for the new mem-
bers to join. Being in this 
club is such a great opportu-
nity and I am excited that we 
get to have more people join 
us.” New members are go-
ing to starting coming to the 
meetings as soon as they get 
accepted. They will then get 
to start participating in ser-
vice projects along with the 
current members. 
NHS is a great and fun club 
to get involved at MC, if you 
are looking for a place to 
get started. From donat-
ing toys and loading 
up a moving truck 
to helping serve 
coffee and treats 
in the morning 
with the Special 
Needs students, 
NHS finds a 
way to have an 
impact on the 
community in 
every way pos-
sible. 

cial media platforms have 
gained attention from many 
people around the globe. 
Influencers really do affect 
the lives of younger people 
because of how much ado-
lescents look up to them. 
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middle-class in Georgia, 
that was segregated at the 
time, making growing up 
difficult, As an adult, King 
began to see more of racial 
discrimination in society, 
the discrimination in 
transportation, voting rights, 
and even the use of public 
restrooms. After seeing the 
discrimination between 
white people and other races, 
he was inspired by Mahtma 
Ghandi, wanting to create 
a “peaceful revolution”.
         King had many ob-
stacles along the way to 
achieving equal rights. 
For example, he was ar-
rested nearly 30 times, and 
also had to face violent at-
tacks on both himself and 
his family. On August 28, 
1963, King gave his iconic 
speech called “I Have a 
Dream” at Lincoln’s me-

morial in Washington, DC. 
Marleni Diaz (12) said, “The 
‘I Have a Dream’ speech was 
so memorable because it had 
inspired so many people to 
stand up for themselves and 
for change. He gave every-
one the voice that people 
were too afraid to use.” His 
speech caused mass contro-
versy across the nation, many 
conservatives saying “Af-
rican-Americans should be 
happy with what they have, 
rather than asking for more.” 
King’s speech helped pass 
the Civil Rights Act in 1964. 
The act banned employment 
discrimination, specifically 
in race, religion, gender, and 
origin, as well as ending seg-
regation. Sadly, on April 4, 
1968, King was assassinated 
in Memphis, Tennessee by 
James Earl Ray. Ray’s family 
said he was a man filled with 

Avery Holland
STAFF WRITER

These past few 
months have been 
filled with cinema 

sensations that have ex-
cited the critics and audi-
ences alike. One of these 
sensations was Glass On-
ion: A Knives Out Mystery 
which started streaming 
on Netflix on December 
23 of last year. It was di-
rected by Rian Johnson 
who also directed Knives 
Out. Glass Onion follows 
Benoit Blanc, a world-
renowned detective, as he 
uncovers mysteries after 
being invited to billion-
aire Miles Bron’s week-
end getaway. Benoit Blanc 
was the same detective 
in the Knives Out movie 
which is why Glass On-
ion is considered a sequel. 
Miriam MacDonald (10) 
had this to say about Glass 
Onion, “The movie was 
awesome, compared to 
Knives Out, I even think 
that I enjoyed it more.” 
She thought the movie 
was humorous, surpris-
ing, and absolutely worth 
the watch. Glass Onion is 
two hours and 19 minutes 
long and has a 92 percent 
rating on rotten tomatoes.

         Avatar: The Way 
of Water was released into 
theaters on December 16 of 
last year. It has been an an-
ticipated release ever since 
the first Avatar movie came 
out in 2009. It took about 
five years to film which is 
not surprising when people 
take into account how high 
the quality of the special ef-
fects and backgrounds are, 
as well as the fact that the 
movie itself is over three 
hours long. The movie is 
set in time fifteen years fol-
lowing the first movie, and 
includes the introduction of 
a new tribe, the Metkayina. 
The movie also includes a 
good mix of returning and 

job of staying true to the char-
acteristics of the first movie.
         Puss in Boots: The Last 
Wish is a sequel to the first 
Puss in Boots movie that came 
out in 2011. It is also a part of 
the Shrek universe. It is a CGI 
animated movie with lively 
action scenes and lovable 
characters. The movie really 
hit home for a lot of people, 
one of those people being As-
ter French (10). “I like the way 
the movie portrayed Death, not 
as a villain, but as an antago-
nist to Puss.” He thought the 
movie was a joy to watch, and 
that the messier CGI style of 
the movie worked really well. 
“I love the CGI they used. The 
way they use it really makes 

new cast members, with 
Sam Worthington, who 
played Jake Scully, and Zoe 
Saldaña, who played Neyt-
iri, both returning. Mason 
Ross (11) really enjoyed the 
movie, but there were cer-
tain things about it that real-
ly impressed him. “The CGI 
work stood out the most to 
me, whether it was the dif-
ferent tribes of people or just 
the scenes of the surround-
ing wildfire. The detailed set 
really tied the whole movie 
together,” said Ross. Since 
the first Avatar movie there 
have been many technologi-
cal inventions, furthering 
their CGI abilities for this 
movie, but they did a great 

you feel like you are in the 
universe.” Said French. On 
top of that, the movie had an 
emotional core that attached 
many people like French to 
not only the characters, but 
to the movie itself. Puss in 
Boots: The Last Wish re-
leased on December 21 of 
last year, around the same 
time as Avatar: The Way of 
Water. It has a ninety-four 
percent rating on rotten toma-
toes with critics praising the 
fun, comedic, and heart felt 
nature of the film.  The mov-
ie is also available for rent or 
purchase on Amazon Prime.
         It is an exciting time 
for cinema fans everywhere 
with such a huge variety of 
different and wonderful films 
coming out.  People will be 
talking about these films for 
years to come because of, 
not only the cultural impact 
they had, but also because of 
the high quality of the films. 
These movies had a lot of care 
and passion put into them 
which just makes them all 
the more incredible. There is 
a movie for everybody so do 
not miss out. Be sure to take 
the time to watch and enjoy 
these movies with friends, 
family, and a bag of popcorn.

hatred towards King, as he 
was well-known to be racist 
in his community. Brooke 
Carter (11) said, “I would 
have felt very remorseful 
if I was there during the 
time King died, so many 
people looked up to him, 
he gave people hope and 
initiative”. Throughout 
history King was known 
as of the most motiva-
tional civil rights activists.
         Today, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy 
lives on through today’s so-
ciety. Every year on the third 
Monday of January, we cel-
ebrate the life and achieve-
ments of King. Communi-
ties across America gather 
on this national holiday in 
parades and rallies, giving 
speeches about King’s leg-
acy and long-lasting effect 
he had on the US and the 

Martin Luther 
King Day has 
been a feder-

al holiday in the United 
States since 1983 and be-
came a global holiday in 
1986. The holiday is dedi-
cated to Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., a civil rights ac-
tivist, who spoke out for 
non-violent civil rights 
movements and racial 
discrimination laws. To-
day, we celebrate King’s 
legacy as a nationwide 
holiday, where people 
have parades, rallies, and 
a day off school or work.
         King was born 
on January 15, 1929. He 
grew up as the son of a 
Baptist minister, in the 

w o r l d . 
P e o p l e 

a l s o celebrate by 
having the day off school 
or work to honor King, to 
enjoy the day that one of 
the most iconic civil rights 
activist’s birthday, and the 
amazing accomplishments 
he made during his life.
 

Dylan Thomas
STAFF WRITER

Above: Martin Luther King Jr. is waving to the crowd after giving his “I Have a Dream” speech. 
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ton’s birthday on Febru-
ary 22. The year 2023 is 
celebrating George Wash-
ington’s 283rd birthday. 
In 1968, with the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act, this 
holiday was also expanded 
to honor the birthday of 
Abraham Lincoln which is 
on February 12. The Act 
was made so that Presi-
dents’ Day is always on a 
Monday. This way, work-
ers can take time off for the 
holiday. In 1971, the name 
“Presidents’ Day” became 
widely used after several 
stores took advantage of the 
holiday to have sales while 
people were shopping on 

their Monday off. On this 
day off for many students, 
Kenzie McClellan (10) 
said  that she “went to a 
furniture shop with my 
mom last year.” The sales 
from this holiday include 
mainly house items. Some 
places to shop on Presi-
dents’ Day may include 
JCPenney, NorthPark 
Mall, and HomeGoods.
         Unfortunately, this 
holiday is not as popular 
as Valentines, Hallow-
een, or Christmas. After 
informing people about 
the wonders of Presi-
dents’ Day, the majority of 
people were not aware it 

Jenny Nguyen
STAFF WRITER

Every year on the 
third Monday 
of February the 

United States celebrates 
Presidents’ Day. This is 
a holiday not known to 
many people, but those 
who do celebrate know 
that we are celebrating 
the birthdays of the two 
most famous presidents, 
George Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln. 
         Established in the 
1880s, this federal holiday 
was initially created to only 
celebrate George Washing-

was a major holiday. This 
day is for remembrance 
and honor of past presi-
dents. Eryn Dumas (11), 
said “President’s Day is a 
holiday where people cele-
brate the presidents’ birth-
day. You can write letters 
to the President, or maybe 
do a little reenactment of 

James Phillips 
STAFF WRITER

very real and raw.” Many 
people on social media 
also felt the same way 
about his performance. 
       In the Golden Globes, 
one of the most popular 
awards of the night is the 
Best Picture award and it 
is usually the last presen-
tation of the night hoping 
watchers will wait for the 
most anticipated award
       The nominees for it 
included Avatar: The Way 
of Water, Elvis, TÁR, and 
The Fablemans. The win-

wins is by casting ballots 
to determine a slate of 
nominees and the winner 
is chosen by plurality 
voting, or whoever 
receives the most votes.
                   Some viewers tune 
in to see who wins Best Ac-
tor and Actresses in a film. 
The nominees for Best Ac-
tress in Motion Picture in-
cluded Olivia Colman, Vi-
ola Davis, Ana de Armas, 
and Michelle Williams. 
The winner of the catego-
ry was Cate Blanchett in 
the movie TÁR. The Best 
Actor in Motion Picture - 
Drama included nominees 
Austin Butler, Brendan 
Fraser, Hugh Jackman, 
Bill Nighty, and Jeremy 
pope. The winner of this 
award was Austin Butler 
in his performance of El-
vis. Isabella Monico (12) 
said that “I’m happy that 
Austin Butler won. His 
performance in Elvis felt 

ner of this category was The 
Fablemans, which was di-
rected by Steve Spielberg and 
was also the most nominated 
film at the Golden Globes 
with 5 nominations. Abby 
Camp (12) said that “I be-
lieve Avatar: The Way of Wa-
ter should’ve won. I’ve nev-
er seen The Fablemans but 
with the number of emotions 
poured into Avatar, I’m sur-
prised it didn’t win.” People 
on social media shared their 
viewpoints on who should’ve 
won the different categories.

T  he 80th Golden 
Globes premiered 
on January 10. 

The golden globes are an 
award presented annually 
by the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association (HFPA) 

which awards 
the best movie, also 
called motion picture, 
and TV media during the 
year. The golden globes 
are given in several 
categories which include 
Best Motion Picture, Best 
Actor, and Best Actress. 
These categories are 
then split into genres, 
for example, “drama” or 
“comedy”. Supporting 
performances, direction, 
screenwriting, music, and 
much of the behind-the-
scenes production also 
get awarded. The way 
the HFPA chooses who 

      The Golden Globes 
provides film and TV  
enjoyers an opportunity 
to discuss something they 
love and are passionate 
about with other people 
with the same interests. 
It also gives viewers fun 
opportunities to look back on 
the films and shows that were 
released that they enjoyed.
of the season. 

events in history.” Addition-
ally, one can also prepare a 
presidential inspired meal, 
spend time outside, light 
fireworks, or even eat cher-
ries from a myth about Abra-
ham Lincoln. Now knowing 
about Presidents’ Day, would 
you try out celebrating it?

Valentine’s Day is a day 
full of love celebrated 
in many countries. The 

day takes place on February 14 
every year. It is believed that 
the origin of this holiday is the 
Roman festival of Lupercalia, 
even though the true origin 
is unclear. The mid-February 
festival celebrated fertility 
rites, coming of spring, and 
the pairing off of women with 
men by lottery. Pope Gelasius 
I banned the celebration of 
Lupercalia and is associated 
with replacing it with St. 
Valentine’s Day. Around the 
14th century is when Valentine’s 
Day became celebrated as a day 
of love. It was believed during 
the Middle Ages that February 
14 was the start of birds’ mating 
season so that added to the 
thought of Valentine’s Day 
being a day of romance. 

During the Middle Ages Val-
entine greetings were promi-
nent, but Valentine cards did 
not emerge until after the 
1400s. The oldest valentine 
known today was written by 
Charles, Duke of Orleans, to 
his wife while he was impris-
oned in the Tower of London 
in 1415. The Roman God, 
Cupid, is known as the Greek 
god of love. Cupid is usually 
shown on Valentine’s Day 
cards launching arrows of 
love, along with hearts. Val-
entine’s Day cards and gifts 
became more popular by the 
middle of the 18th century as 
lovers would exchange hand-
written notes and affection. 
Due to printing technology, 
printing cards started to take 
place of the handwritten let-
ters. Today, around 145 mil-
lion Valentine’s Day cards 
are sent each year which 
makes Valentine’s Day the 
second largest card-sending 
holiday of the 

year next to Christmas being 
the first. The holiday has ex-
panded to showing affection 
with relatives and friends.
 A couple of our students 
here at Madison Central 
talked about what they en-
joy receiving on Valentine’s 
Day. “My favorite thing to 
get on Valentine’s Day is 
either a bouquet of roses 
or the classic conversation 
hearts candy because the 
messages are always cute,” 
said Avery Chambliss (12). 
As gifts many people give 
heart-shaped boxes of choco-
late, roses, stuffed animals, 
and other sweet treats. “I al-
ways love getting the heart 
full of all the different kinds 
of chocolate and I also love 
the Reese’s hearts,” said Brit-
tan McFadden (11). Getting 
gifts on Valentine’s Day is 
always something so special.
Many people exchange Val-
entine’s gifts and cards with 

Allie Hurt
SOCIAL MEDIA 
MANAGER

each other on this day whether 
it is between lovers, friends, 
or relatives. There is always 
love in the air on February 14.
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A As soon as 
October rolls 
around in the 

school year, it is Madison 
Central (MC) soccer team’s 
time to shine. Although MC’s 
actual soccer season starts in 
October, the players work 
hard year-round to maintain 
their stamina, agility, and 
skill. For example, when it 
comes to training, the teams 
start working at the start of 
summer, focusing mainly 
on conditioning and very 
little on work with the ball.

As both varsity teams’ 
seasons recently ended in 
late January, the seniors 
take this time to reflect on 
their last season of their high 
school career. For example, 
while reminiscing on his 
last season of high school 
soccer, Cooper Quarles (12) 
said, “I have played for MC 
for four years. My favorite 
part is the relationship I have 
made with the boys. This 
year has shown me how to 
overcome difficult situations 
and take initiative. I hope 
the underclassmen will 
remember to be themselves 
and to not be scared of 
what people think of them. 
I want them to know that 
this team will always be 
there for them.” Even 

new aspects of being on 
the team. When asked, 
Joseph Ogburn (10) said, 
“With this being my 
second year on the team, 
one of my favorite things 
about being a part of it is 
getting to do what I love 
while being surrounded 
by my friends.” Ogburn 
plays as a defender, which 
means his job is to stop 
attacks during a game and 
to prevent the oponents 
from scoring. “Overall, 
this year has helped me 
develop by getting to know 
my strengths as a player.” 
Other sophomores, like 
Ogburn, can grow in 
their skills and learn to 
become future leaders 
for their underclassmen.

Madison Cen-
tral’s bowl-
ing team 

recently swept through 
their last bowling match 
against Jackson Velma 
and won with the scores 

six to zero on 
both boy and girl teams. 
This bowling season went 
really well, and the girls’ 
team performed amaz-
ingly to the playoffs for 
the state championship 
on February 6.  The MC 
bowling team consists of 
12 bowlers on the boys’ 
team and 12 on the girls 
with four senior bowl-
ers in total. The bowling 
team is always welcome 
to new players who join 
whether it’s for a hobby 
or professional. Coach 
Ahrend helps coach the 
bowlers to do their best 
in what they love and 
by doing so the bowling 
team has won multiple 
games and playoffs. This 
year, the girls were un-
defeated, and the boys 
won numerous times only 
losing against Clinton 
and Northwest Rankin.

         
Bowling 
is a 
t a r -
g e t 

and recreational sport that 
is for everyone who loves 
a good game with friends. 
If you are thinking about 
joining the bowling team 
next year, tryouts are in 

late September after school. 
The practice is scheduled on 
Mondays and Thursdays af-
ter school at Fannin Lanes in 
Brandon which is also where 
MC has their home games. 
Ahrend encourages people 
to join “whether they know 
how to do bowling or not, the 
players and I can help teach 
those who are interested in 
this fun sport.” Although 
the captains are graduating 
this May there will be new 
captains for those who want 
to join next year. This team 
is said to have a great time 
while playing and practicing 
with surrounding friends and 
teammates by boys’ team 
captain, Hunter Beach (12). 
“If this is a sport that you 
take seriously then the team 
is for you, and the main thing 
I like about this team is that 
we have a really good time 
and that we always try to en-
courage each other… all in 
all we really do look out and 
want the best for each other,” 
says Beach. While having a 
good time as a team, it is tak-

en seriously to a degree 
of practicing and prac-
ticing to perfect their 
throws. The captains 

and the coach make 
sure to keep the prac-
tice in check and lend 

a helping hand. While 
playing there is a risk of 

getting injured, although 
not too serious, with the 
bowling ball being 

dropped, rotating the leg, 
or a slight angle rotation.

         Some of the 
biggest accomplishments the 
bowling teams have made 
were the girls’ team winning 
four to five district champion-
ships and in three consecutive 
years. The boys’ team also 
went to state with a wildcard 
about three years ago. Bowl-
ing, overall, is a fun way to 
spend time with friends and 
compete for first place for the 
school at the same time. Nilu 
Vazeii (10) stated having an 
interest in the past although 
said, “I now enjoy bowling 
with my friends and family. 
Participating in  bowling for 
the team is tempting and all 
but I want to stick with what 
I have got and use my time 
focusing on school.” If doing 
school teams is not for you, 
then there are summer oppor-
tunities to play more profes-
sionally. The energy of the 
bowling time is always roar-
ing to go and win like a jaguar. 
Would you like to join in on 
this entertaining experience?

Meredith Morrow
STAFF WRITER

Jenny Nguyen
STAFF WRITER

though the season came to 
an unfortunate end, with the 
boys’ loss being 1-0 and the 
girls’ loss being 3-4 in their 
final games, those games do 
not define their season, as 
the teams worked to achieve 
nothing less than greatness. 

For juniors, next year is 
a big deal, considering it is 
their time to take initiative 
in order to guide the 
underclassmen players. For 
example, Sydney Wilson 
(11) said, “With this year 
being my favorite yet, I 
have learned things both on 
and off the field. Realizing 
that the time I get to spend 
with these girls should 
not be taken for granted, I 
have started getting a grasp 
on how much I am going 
to miss these girls next 
year.” Wilson’s mom is the 
manager for the girls’ team 
and helps Coach Cecil Hinds 
coordinate games and other 
things. “Since I am going to 
be a senior next year, I have 
learned to be a leader by 
following the upperclassmen 
in their footsteps.” Wilson 
has gotten several offers to 
go out of state to play soccer 
and cannot wait to be a 
leader on the team next year.

For sophomores on 
the team, this year was a 
chance to see what being 
part of family looks like, 
as they were introduced to 

Taking all the factors 
into consideration, without 
the character development 
and friendships that were 
built among the players, this 

season would not have been 
as great. Although the teams 
will miss their seniors, MC 
cannot wait to see what next 
year’s season has to offer. 

Above: The MC Lady Jags huddle up after a well played game against Oxford.

Above: MC Boys soccer players pose for a picture. 
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